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Il.—Forsien Portis. 


Ihe Roznama-t-Mukadgas Hablul Mates ponleates of the Srd Roswams-1-Munap- 
© 


February, disbelieves rumour, which got 


The Amir’s rumoured embassy 


parser that the Amir Habibulla Khan is going to sent 
a special embassy to Russia. The new Amir knows full well that the 
safety of his kingdom lies in strengthening the friendly relation which has 
existed between the Government of India and the Ruler of Afghanistan since 
the accession of the late Amir to the throne of Cabul. It is to be asked what 
confirmation Reuter’s correspondent has had of the truth of this false report 


published by the Russian newspapers. 


IIl.—Home ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)—Poltce, 


2, The Kashipur Nivast [Barisal], of the 29th January, says that 
some tigers have appeared in Kotalipara, and that 
there has been consequently a serious panic among 
the people there. Nobody ventures out between 
sunset and sunrise. The other day a tiger was killed by the villagers in 
Tarashi, and four or five persoys were severely injured in the encounter. 
3. Writing on this year’s assessment of the chaukidari tax in villages 
_ Denpore, Solla, Hamjani and Naradhahi, in 
PR gh egeeend ed —_ thana Kalihathi, in the Mymensingh district, a 
Mymensingh district. : correspondent of the Charu Mthir [Mymensingh], of 
the 4th February, observes that it is curious that in 
some cases the assessments have been doubled, No notice of the enhancement of 
the tax was given, and hence the assessees got no opportunity to object to the 
enhanced assessment. But while there has been increased taxation, the 
chaukidars are rarely seen out on duty, and, as a consequence, cases of theft 
have increased. 


4. The Pratinidhi [Comilla], of the 5th February, says :—A brutal 
_. . Outrage was committed in broad daylight on a 
Pine ng tiny * young got & young girl, aged about 13 or 14 years, in the 
eart of the town of Comilla. This girl used to 
sell bagkets in the bazar. On the day of the occurrence, a coachman told her 
that he would buy a few baskets, and thus iuduced her to accompany him a 
short distance. en they arrived near the coach, two persons came out 
of it, gagged the girl, and pushed her into the coach. She was forcibly 
detained there the whole day, made to drink, and then ravished. At night 
she was taken to the coachman’s house, and while she was being conducted 
home by two other persons, they were arrested by the chaukidar, Banamali 
De, who took all of them to the thana. The next day the girl identified the 
coachman, who named her two ravishers. One‘of them is in the service of a 
local zamindar and the other is a Railway employé. 


5. Referring to the recent case in which Justices Prinsep and Stephen 
censured the conduct of the police which brought 
a false charge of murder against one Nuri Shaik, 


eB mensingh, the Sanjivani [Calcutta], of the 6th February, writes as 
ows :— 


‘It is not unoften that the police concoct cases. The term of Lord Curzon’s 
office is drawing toaclose, and would he be able to take up the important 
question of police-reform now? .The police requires thorough reform, and 
when will that be done ? 


6. The Hitsvadi [Calcutta], of the 7th February, says that complaints 
The Sutahata voli against the Sutahata police receive little attention 
: ee eee from the. authorities. The authorities consider 
it needless to inquire how the Sutahata police officers send home large sums of 
money, receiving comparatively small salaries ; they have not inquired into the 
petition signed by a large number of villagers, which was submitted by Babu 
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Mahes Chandra Maiti against the Sutahata police ; they have taken no notice 
of the petition submitted by Babus Mahes Chandra Acharyya and Nilmani 
Samanta concerning the Sutahata police diary and the manner in which 
victuals are collected by the Sutahata police officers. Such indifference on 
the part of the authorities in punishing offending police officers has had the 


effect of- making them more oppressive. It iga wonder that the few cases 


against the police which came to the Courts for decision are disbelieved by 
the Judges and dismissed. 
7. The Dacea Prakash [Dacca], of the 9th Yow ong says that 
although a complaint was laid before Rohini Kumar 
ain police officer in the Dacca Chakravarti, Junior Inspector of the Kapasiya 
eee thana, under section 395 of the Indian Penal 
Code, in connection with a dacoity in village Maijpara, he sent. in a report 
in C Form, holding that the case came under section 453 instead. 
Subsequently, however, the details of the case having attracted the attention 
of the higher authorities, a fresh inquiry was ordered. As the result of this 
inquiry,.six persons were suspected as offenders ; but only three of them were 
arrested and sent up for trial, the other three having absconded in the meantime. 
The question now arises: how could the Junior Inspector send in a report in 
C Form in such a case ? 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


8. The Btkash one of the 28th January, complains that the fifth 
sic tei taaiek og Sia unsif of Barisal, Babu Ramesh Chandra, very 
© Bith Munsif of Barisal. —_ often declines to entertain applications for re-trial 
of suits dismissed for non-attendance of either the plaintiff or the defendant. 
This, in a manner, deprives parties to a suit of the advantages of sections 99 
and 108 of the Civil Procedure Code. This Munsif also exercises the powers 
of a Small Cause Court Judge; and he shows a similar disinclination to 
entertain applications for sataial of Small Cause Court suits. 
9. Referring to the proposed transfer of the head-quarters of the Barasat 
Ts pent ee Os subdivision of the 24-Parganas district from Barasat 
head-quarters of the Barasat sub- town to Barrackpore, the Sr¢ Sri Véshnu Priya-o- 
division of the 24-Parganas Ananda Bazar Pairika [Calcutta], of the 5th Feb- 
— ruary, says that at the beginning of the British rule 
in Bengal, Barasat town was made the head-quarters of a district on account of 
its central position. It was, however, afterwards made the head-quarters of a 
subdivision. If the proposed transfer is now made, the whole of the sub- 
division will fall to the east of its new head-quarters. People will have to 
travel over 25 or even 30 miles to attend their law courts. That this will 
cause great inconvenience to litigants cannot be gainsaid. Again, the part 
of the subdivision east of Barasat town being very backward in education, 
crimes are more frequent in it than in other parts of the subdivision. Such 
has been the experience of the Deputy Magistrates who have ruled the sub- 
division. There will no doubt be the police to check crimes, but it is most 
unsafe to rely on the police alone. Again, there are the expenses of a transfer. 
It is hoped that the Bengal Government will consider these points before it 
takes action in the matter. 


(d)\— Education. 


10. The Hitavadi [Calcutta], of the 7th February, says that under a 


Circular, dated the 13th June 1901, and issued by 

Wenn to anew! _ the Director of Public Instruction, the teaching of 
English should begin in Section A of the 7th class of Entrance schools. 
But in the list of text-books promulgated by the Inspector of Schools, Presi- 
dency J)ivision, on the 23rd December last, an English Reader has been pres- 
cribed for the 8th class, Section B. According to the Inspector, therefore, the 
teaching of English must be 5 ang in the 8th class, Section C. If the Inspec- 
tor is followed, English should be taught in 13 classes, whilst under the above 
circular it is to be taught in 7 classes only. The authorities should decide 
whom to follow in this case, the Director or the Inspector. - 


aie, 
_ (e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration... 


‘i. <a Medins Randhav [Midnapore], of the 5th F ebruary, says that Mszpnu Bawpnay, 


an outsider has been brought in to fill up a vacancy 
_ dobbery in filling up @ vacancy jin the Midnapore Municipal Office, setting aside the 
lima Manicipa! superior claims of an acting assistantand an appren- 

tice whoapplied for the post, because the outsider is 
the Municipal Vice-Chairman’s nephew. He is a man of inferior education, 
and has no beiiivens experience. . 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


12, The Prativasé [Calcutta], of the 10th February, says that the reali- 
sation of rent amounting to over sixty-five 

ee thousand rupees, due to the Sitalar Estate in the 
Pabna district, has been barred by limitation through the culpable inadvertence 
of the officers of the Estate. In 1303 B. S., the mother of the minor owner of 
the Estate and its Manager realised an extra sum of Rs. 18,392 from the tenants 
in the Bogra district. Such oppressions impoverish the tenantry and make 
the Estate, in the long run, a loser, because impoverished tenants cannot 1 thoes 
legitimate rents. In a report submitted to the Commissioner of the Rajshahi Divi- 


sion, on the 12th March 1899, Mr. Radice, late District Collector, wrote: ‘‘The . 


following paragraphs will show how I came to be interested in the welfare of the 
minor, a the manner in which I fared in my endeavours to save the minor 
from a guardianship under which his intellectual, physical and moral training 
is being neglected, and the servants of the estate are allowed to mfsappropriate 
its revenues, &c.” In the 13th paragraph of the reporthe wrote: ‘ The 
management of the estate of the minor has Scene a public scandal, and the 
interest of the minor has been jeopardised by the irresponsible manner in which 
the widow is dealing with the estate under the guidance of her unscrupulous 
Dewan, Kali Prasanna Biswas,” 

The fact that the minor, aged 13, has been married to a girl nearly the 
same age is sufficient proof that the intellectual and moral welfare of the minor 
is not taken care of. | 


(9) —Ratlways and communications, including canals and trrigati n. 


13. The Kashtpur Nivasit ( Barisal}, of the 5th February, says that the 
Aap sce ras eae Oe Sharsina Road is in abad condition. The contrac- 
Barisal district. tors who repair the road every year do not execute 
a their work satisfactorily. The Perozepore Local 

Board is in charge of the road and ought to see to this. 
14. The Hitavod: | Calcutta], of the 7th February, says that an officer 
attached to the Rampur Hat Station on the East 


servant Punt sgeinst e Railway Tydien Railway made the following diary in the 


; | _ local thana: ‘‘Complained that the General Assis- 
tant Station Master Raj Krishna Ash is trying his best to seduce his wife at 
every opportunity. He peeps at her. The complainant reported a very 
disgraceful incident. which happened in connection with this matter. The said 
Assistant Station Master sent a letter to his wifethrough a page asking for betel 
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(for chewing), and it contained many sugared words full of temptation in order 


to entice her, The intelligent lady took charge of the letter and kept it aside 
to show to her husband for necessary action. In the meantime the Assistant 
Station Master got the letter through the boy during her absence in business 
to other house.” It is hoped that the authorities will enquire into the*matter. 


(h)— General. 


15. The Sri Sri Vishnupriya-o- Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta], of the . 


Sth February, has the following :— 

Ww ry, has the followin 

“eae Saale i England, Scotland, Holland and America have 
made naturally barren soil immensely productive 


by the introduction of scientific methods of agriculture. But India, which was 


once able to feed the whole world with her produce, is now com aratively 
unproductive, While the civilised English Government has extracted from India 
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revenue calculated to the last farthing, it-has not paid the least attention to the 
improvement of the soil, which is the fountain-head of revenue. This neglect 
is unpardonable in the English Government, and constitutes an indelible stain 
on its character. | 

We are glad that Government at last intends to introduce scientific 
metliods in the agriculture of this country. A correspondent of the Pioneer 
had lately a long talk with Mr. Bernard Coventry, the Superintendent of the 
Experimental Farm, on the subject of the improvement of Indian agriculture, 
The purport of what Mr. Coventry said on the occasion is given below :— 


‘‘The improvement of Indian agriculture has become imperative; for 
India is mainly an agricultural country, 85 per cent. of its population being 
engaged in cultivation. It is therefore easy to see that immense good can he 
expected from Government’s attention to the matter. What Government has 
hitherto done in the matter is nothing. 

‘It may be objected that the conservative Indian cultivator will not 
readily agree to adopt new methods of agriculture, but I am persuaded that 
they will do so if they can only be made to realise the immense benefit that 
they will derive from it. | 

‘‘ But the question is, ‘ Who is to convince them of the benefit that will 
be derived from the adoption of new methods?’ ‘The Indian cultivator will 


- have no access to the experimental farm, and there is no middleman between 


him and the Agricultural Department of Government to communicate to him 
the results of scientific experiments in agriculture on the one hand, and to. 
inform Government of his wants and grievances on the other. 

“It is my belief that if the European Agriculturists in Bihar set about 
farming with the aid of scientific tools, they may be the means of gradually 
initiating the Indian cultivator into the use of the new methods. 7 

‘‘ In fact, Bihar should be chosen as the centre of the new scientific experi- 
ments in agriculture; for there is to be found in that«province an intelligent 
and industrious body of European agriculturists, whose co-operation may be 
of the greatest service to Government. 

‘¢ Of all departments of Government, the Agricultural Department is the 
one which should receive its most careful attention.” 


16.. The Hitavadt [Calcutta], of the 7th February, says that the juris- 
diction of the Tanor Post Office in the Rajshahi 
district consists of 169 villages, most of which 
become submerged in the rains. The postmen attached to the Post Office 
formerly used to receive boat-hire, But for some years past the authorities 
have stopped paying boat-hire, and ordered the postmen to realise it from the 
villagers, and in case of their refusing to pay it, to perform their duties accord- 
“~—s their convenience. ‘Ihe matter should draw the attention of the higher 
authorities. | 


17. The Tangail correspondent of the Dacca Prakash [Dacca], of the 

9th February, complains of public inconvenience 
owing to there being only one peon to distribute 
letters in the villages served by the Kantaliya Post Office in the Tangail 
sub-division of the Mymensingh district. In most of these villages, letters can 
be delivered only twice in a week. The matter has for several times been 
brought to the notice of the postal authorities, but with no effect. 


' 18. ‘The Prativass [Calcutta], of the 10th February, has the following 
in English :— | 

‘ The oracles will Philipize as long as Philip 
is the master. In the quarrel between Mr. Cotton 
and the planters, the former must go to the wall. We only wonder that His 
Excellency has not played his part very well. 


‘* Though he is unsparing in his attack, he has failed to make out a case. 


A postal matter 


A postal complaint. 


Mr. Cotton and the Government 
ofIndia. ° 


Instances of oppression,’ says His Excellency, ‘are unhappily not alto- 


ether rare, and the Governor-General entirely sympathises with the Chief 
ommissioner that they should be severely dealt with. But he sees no reason 
to find in them a stigma which should apply to planting community as & 
whole.’ If instances of oppression are not rare, is anybody very far wrong 
in forming an unfavourable opinion of the class as a whole? It is, of course, 


sie 


; 7 


not always safe to say anything about a community. But strict logic can 
hardly be followed with profit in practical affairs. — | . 

“One Hari Maity case was a sufficient justification for a Consent Bill. But 
many specific instances of oppression, together with the presumption that self- 
interest often offers strong temptation for the abuse of } agen provisions, can- 
not exonerate Mr. Cotton from the charge of hasty and unwarrantable gen- 
eralization. The Viceroy admits that there are abuses. But while indirectly 
recommending to the executive acquiescence in the natural law—that of 900 
garden managers, every one cannot be a saint, he suggests executive measures 
as the only way out of the difficulty. Like a fox in the fable, we beg to tell 
him that there is not much in the words, but something in the wink.” 


IV.— Native STATES. 


19. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta }, of the 

5th February, has the following :— 7 
—— The Conference appointed by Lord Curzon to 
we consider what measures should be adopted for the 
urpose of removing the defects and improving the efficiency of the existing Raj 
Keser Colleges in India, is composed of 15 officials, and only two non-officia 


Indians, This is really a wonderful arrangement. No native, it would seem, — 
is competent enough to give advice as to the kind of education that should be — 


imparted to the sons of Native Princes. The Government is, of course, all 
te Neioap and can do what it likes. That it invites the opinion of one or two 
ndians is merely for the purpose of showing courtesy. 

What the Viceroy mr in the course of his speech to the members:of the 
Conference is wholly true. But it may be asked, what willthe Raj Kumars, 
after receiving an education worthy of princes, do? It is true the Viceroy 
can make suitable arrangements for teaching them everything pertaining to 
the administration of their States, but will His Excellency allow them to 
govern their States ? Everybody knows how such States are being adminis- 
tered at present. There are the Political Agents and the Ministers appointed 
by Government who conduct the administration. And as for the Chiefs, they are 
simply idle spectators, unable to come anywhere near the real work of govern- 
ment. Will there bea change in this state of things if the Raj Kumars are 
given a good education ? Will the post of Political Agent be abolished ? Will 
the authority and power and supremacy and guardianship now possessed by 
Political Agents come to an end ?. When there is no likelihood of anything like 
that taking place, is it reasonable to needlessly provide the sons of Native 
Chiefs with high education, and increase their suffering by creating high hopes 
and aspirations in their minds? ‘T'he Indians receive high education, but are 
not given high posts in the public service, and the result has been increase 
of discontent. And equally injurious consequerces will follow from these 
arrangements to give a good education rsp Native Raj Kumars. You call 
them rulers, talk of their “‘ responsibilities” and their authority. But all this 
seems to us to be really sarcasm. If you really desire to confer on them 
ruling powers, rey should then arrange for their education in consultation with 
the natives of the country. As it is, the mere entertainment of some English 
teachers on high salaries will not be the means by which provision can 
be made for supplying the Raj Kumars with a suitable education. 

20. Referring to the Rajkumar College Conference, which recently sat 
The education of Indian Princes, 22 Government House, the Bangavasi [Calcutta], of 

the 8th February writes as follows:— 

Fifteen Kuropean officials and only two natives were invited from different 
parts of India to discuss the important subject of the education of Indian 

rinces. What strikes us most in this matter is the largeness of the number 
of European members of the Conference. The education of Indian Princes 
should be thoroughly Indian. As many English plants do not thrive in India, 
80 English education, imparted to Indian Princes by Englishmen in a thoroughly 
English spirit, cannot be expected to be productive of good results. Lord 
Curzon should, therefore, have seen that Hindus and Muhammadans ought to 
be consulted on questions concerning the education of Hindu and Muhammadan 
Princes respectively. : 
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Our hearty support is due to Lord Curzon’s proposal that arrangements 
should be made to educate Indian Princes in their native languages—the 
Hindu Princes in Sanskrit, and the Musalman Princes in Arabic. But His 
Excellency has made no provision for giving them religious education. Man 
cannot acquire good character and omer: f without religious knowledge, and 
the objects of education are frustrated if it does not enable people to acquire 
good character and morality. Religious education should not therefore be 
lost sight of in the education of Indian Princes. Lord Curzon is quite right in 
saying that living in the midst of wealth and luxury at home, Indian Princes 
are apt to grow up narrow-minded, sensuous, luxurious and indolent, and 
that college-life is likely to broaden their views and make them strong men. 
But home-life with all its evils is far better than college-life without religious 
educut’on. 

We do not think as Lord Curzon seems to think that education conducted 
in a thoroughly Envlish style is the best means of building the human 
character and bringing it to perfection. The aim of a thoroughly Hindu 
education is perfection of character, and for this purpose a really Hindu 
student is required to live the life of a brahmachari. The fact that educated 
young Indians are now-a-days wanting in, character 1s sufficient proof that a 
thoroughly English education, however beneficial to Englishmen, cannot be 
quite beneficial to Indians, In our opinion the Hindu students of the 
Rajkumar College should be placed under the supervision of pious Hindu 
pandits, and the Muhammadan students under able and spiritual Maulavis. 

21. Referring to the views expressed by Lord Curzon in regard to the 

functions and uses of the Rajkumar College, the 
Lord Curzon and the Rajkumar Fring Bangavasi [Calcatta?, of the 10th February, 
observes that there is no denying that His Excel- 
lency ably discussed the subject. But owing.to an oversight he omitted certain 
essential points. One of the most important points which escaped His Excel- 
lency’s observation is the want, in that College, of religious instruction, which 
is the real foundation of moral character, Everywhere, in his speech, His 
Excellency advises the Indians never to lose their caste or national religion. 
But it is impossible for a man to appreciate the worth of a religion, unless he 
has had some training in it. His Excellency seems to be firmly persuaded that 
it is only the European system of education that makes a man perfect, but he is 
wrong, because we see that the English system of education has a bad effect on 
the rising generation. No good result can, in our opinion, be looked for from 
the Rajkumar College, so long as the most pious men are not appointed to 
look after its boarders. 


V.—PRrRosPects oF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


22. The Sanjuvani Scat of oe 6th February, writes as follows :— 

ts me n reply to a question put by Mr. Caine in the 

ene eee ee. aaa ot tha the — + So Lord George 

Hamilton said that the condition of the Indians was at present not worse than 

what it had been tweuty years ago, that in the recent famines Indians had shown 

themselves more able to save themselves from starvation than before, and that 
the land revenue was increasing. 

Officials are still dreaming a happy dream—a dream of India’s prosperity. 
They see people buying new cattle on the death of their old cattle, purchasin 
seeds when their seed stock has become empty, building houses on deserte 
homestead lands, regularly paying the dues of zamindars and the Government, 
and they think that they are a lot of happy people living in the midst of some- 
thing like an abundance. But do these officials know whence the people get 
monéy to do these things? Does the Government know that the people 
are over head and ears in debt ? That they still live is because the mahajan 
still lends them money. But the day is fast approaching when the makayan 
will refuse to ~~ them any longer with money. The cultivator first goes te 
one mahajan and for two or three years pays his rent with money borrowed 
from him. The mahajan then finding that he would hardly be able to realise 
even his principal from the man, refuses to lend him any more money. The 
poor man then goes to another makajan and borrows from him. Thus the r 
cultivator 1s driven from one mahajan to another, until he succumbs under & 
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heavy load of debts. Even now many mahajans have stopped lending money 
to cultivators. But when all the mahajans will refuse to. lend them money, 
neither zamindars will receive their rent nor the Government its revenue, and 
it will become impossible for Lord George Hamilton to say that the lund-revenue 
is increasing. One shudders to think of the anarchy which will prevail in the 
country when all mahajans will stop lending money to cultivators. 

The Secretary of State for India has said that the Indian cultivators have 
the power of recouping themselves after famines. But, as a matter of fact, 
even the body of the cultivator is not his own body; it is his mahajan’s body. 
The mahajun has still hopes of realising his principal and interest from his 
debtor, and the cultivator still hopes to see better days. But when the 
expectations of both will fail, they will create anarchy all over the country. 

We do not know how to bring home to the Government the real condition 
of the people of India. If Government had known it, all its power and 
resources would have been directed to ameliorating it by reducing its own 
expenses. Our rulers never see the peopie in their homes; they see them 
through reports and despatches, and judge their internal condition by their 
outward appearance. How can the Government know that 99 per cent. of the 
people whom we see moving about in decent garments are little better than 
beggars? Lord Curzon says that in Eastern Bengal the land is fertile, the 
supply of water is abundant, and the jute crop is prosperous, and that for 
these reasons the people there do not suffer distress. But if His Excellency 


only condescends to come with as to places only five or six hours from 


Goalundo by steamer, we can show him that people live only on debts. But 

has His Excellency time to inquire into this matter, or will he condescend 
to do it? | : 

23. The Hitavadi [Calcutta], of the 7th February, says that distress has 

D: ...,  become.very severe in the Onda, Khamar Birhe, 
istress in the Bankura district. ; | . , oe 

Sajanpur, Bhetiarha, Phulbarhia, Navajivanpur, 

Chabra, Bolara, Makarkol, Patrahati, Ayodhya, Radhanagar, Kumardanga, 
Katabani, Gobidya and other villages in the Bankura district. i 


VI. —MisceLuaneous. 

2t. The Prativasit [Calcutta], of the 10th February, has the following 
in English :— | | 

2 The moral of the Viceroy’s learned and ela- 
borate note upon the Victoria-Memorial Hall is that everything connected 
with it is to be foreign, except the money. If India can afford to pay for such 
a gigantic Hall, can she not afford to pay a little more to encourage her own 
industries? It is cold comfort to be told that Jeypore marble is expensive 
or that it would be rash to attempt a Taj. But this is not all. We may some 
day even hear that the Railway Company’s distinction between a gentleman 
and a native will also be observed here. 


Note on the Victoria Memorial. 


Uriya Papi Rs. 


25. The Samvadvahtka ERelonee), of the 30th January, is glad to learn 


that the Raja of Athgarh has endowed tke 

m pads endowment by the Raja Chaitanya Chatuspatti ¢o/ of Navadwip with two 

scholarships, each of the value of Rs. 4 per month 

or the benefit of students in that institution, and one bati of land for the 

benefit of the founder of the institution. | 

26. Referring to the meeting held in connection with the laying of the 

} foundation-stone. of the Beadon Madrassa_ in 

ong a the Beadon Balasore, the Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore}, of 

the 29th January, draws the attention of the public 

to the speeches delivered in that meeting by Mr. Dixon and Raja Baikuntha 
nath De, both of whom pointed out that cordial co-operation of Hindus and 
Muhammadans was neceasary for national advancement. Mr. Dixon bore testi- 
mony tothe fact that the feeling between Hindus and Muhammadans in 
Balasore is more friendly than in many districts in the Bihar province. = 
27. A correspondent of the same paper states that paddy reaped in the 
Kumarda, Napo and Sahabunder parganas of the 

Pwd outturn in the Balasore Balasore district is so small that it will last only 

up to the end of Falgun, after which dire distress 
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accompanied by starvation is expected to follow. The correspondent is of 
opinion that unless the District Magistrate takes timely precaution, deaths 
due to starvation may occur in due course. The correspondent therefore 
advises the District Magistrate not to depend on the reports of the Chakla 
Kan % and the Police, which are oftentimes unreliable, but to see the 
state of things in the affected parts of the district with }is own eyes. 

28. The same correspondent makes it clear that the Nahara and 

apo bridges on the Napo road, which connects 
the Coast Canal with the Turkia station in the 
Balasore district stand in urgent need of repairs, 
and hopes that the district authorities will attend to the same. 

29. Referring tothe imposition of a fine of six rupees on each of the 
two coolies, who were carrying two toddy vessels 
which are said to have weighed more than four 
seers each, in Balubazar in Cuttack, under the orders of a vendor, the 
Utkaldipika (Cutiack], of the 1st February, observes that the vendor and 
vendee, who were the actual offenders, should have been punished, and the 
coolies let off with a nominal punishment. 

30. Referring to the casket, in which the address of the Calcutta 

_. Municipality is going to be delivered to His 
The Calcutts Municipality's Majesty, the same paper states that its construc- 
casket, ° ° 
tion should have been made over to some Indian 
manufacturer, instead of being given to Messrs. Hamilton and Company. 


Bad bridges in the Balasore 
district. 


An excise case in Cuttack town. 


Assam PAPERS. 


31. The Paridarsak [Sylhet)}, of the 8rd February, has the following 
Wants of Sylhet in English :-— 

— ‘In a previous issue of the Paridarsak, we 
insisted upon the necessity of establishing a technical school at this town 
and of facilitating the means of communication between it and other places. 
We now should like to invite the attention of the Government to another want 
no less keenly felt by all right-thinking men amongst us—we mean the want 
of a proper girls’ school here, The importance of female education cannot be 
exaggerated. No doubt the mere mention of female education will afford 
much food for ridicule and bantering to the perverse nature and tickling lungs 
of eome people who delight in lying coiled in the brambles of their own 
prejudices. We imagine we see some of them turning up their nose at the 
very idea, and hear them pouring forth many a sweet appellation upon us. 
But let.them go their own way; our sense of duty is a complete safeguard 
against their scofing. T'o revert to the subject. The Welsh Mission here has 
established two girls’ schools, one located at Zindabazar and the other at 
Lamabazar. These schools are doing good work in their own way. But 
with all deference to our missionary friends here, we are constrained to say 
that the Hindu inhabitants and residents of this town do not send their girls 
to these schools for reasons not far to seek. The schools do not profess to 
anaes purely secular or literary education. They are regarded as a part 
and parcel of the peraphernalia of the mission work, or in plain English they 
are looked upon asa means to propagate Christianity. We do not think 
it unnecessary to state other reasons, The fact is that this school is practically 
contributing nothing towards the cause of female education here. We hope 
the Government will soon see its way to remove this long-felt desideratum. 
We are glad to learn that Mrs. Hemanta Kumari Choudhuri interviewed 
the Hon’ble the Chief Commissioner on the subject of female education, 
and His Honour has given her the assurance of paying his earnest attention to 
the matter. We hope and trust that before laying down the reins of Govern- 
ment, our kind and sympathetic ruler, the Hon’ble Mr. Cotton, will soon 
establish some model girls’ schvols in the centres of the district, and thus earn 
the lasting gratitude of the people.” : | 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengals Translator. 
Bencatl TRansiator’s OFrricr, 


The 15th February, 1902. 
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